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Robert Mainardi 

JIM FRENCH DIARIES 
The Creator of COLT Studio 

One thing is for sure: The world of gay porn wouldn’t be what it is 

today without Jim French, the founder of the legendary Colt Studio. 

The multi-faced styles of his movies and photo works influenced 

many directors and photographers. Beginning his professional life as 

an advertising artist, Jim French soon started his own studio with 

wonderful drawings of beefy men. What followed is an impressive 

career that made him one of the most acknowledged names of the 

business. And boy, has this man a story to tell! In JIM FRENCH DIARIES 

he talks about his life and times, about his work and his models. 

These models have been a perfect example of hunky maleness 

throughout the last five decades. Jim French’s pictures of them are 

always stunning, no matter whether he shoots them in beefy porn 

style or in the classic vintage look of the 50s. 

 

JIM FRENCH DIARIES illuminates the many faces of Colt Studio not only 

with countless photos but also with a lot of informative interviews 

revealing the exciting history behind the label. 
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